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skill of a high order. From very early times this
substratum served as a means of religious propa-
ganda among the illiterate masses. In the
Sarattha-Pakasini, says Dr. Kramrisch, allusion
is made to a class of Brahmans known by the
name of Xakha, who wandered about with
pictures mounted on a portable framework, show-
ing " scenes of good and evil destinies, of fortunes
and misfortunes," and pointing out that "by
doing this deed one attains this, and by doing that
one attains that." The moral and religious
teaching of the great Hindu epics was, and still is
to a certain extent, popularised in a similar way by
minstrel-painters wanderingfrom village to village,
but the scheme of modem progress elaborated
by the educated townsman has no use for this
traditional method of popular culture, so the
Indian villager desirous of recreation or edification
must wait patiently until the cinema points the
modern way to spiritual enlightenment, or prosti-
tution.